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WRITTEN BY NWS HOUSTON/GALVESTON
...CONTINUING SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK IN TEXAS...

FLASH FLOOD SAFETY IN AUTOMOBILES

IN THE UNITED STATES...FLASH FLOODS KILLS MORE PEOPLE THAN ANY
OTHER STORM-RELATED HAZARD. ON AVERAGE...FLASH FLOODS KILL 146
PEOPLE EACH YEAR. IN FACT...FLASH FLOOD DEATHS EXCEED THE SECOND
RANKED KILLER...LIGHTNING...BY A 2 TO 1 MARGIN. HALF OF FLASH
FLOOD DEATHS OCCUR IN AUTOMOBILES. 

PEOPLE OFTEN UNDERESTIMATE THE SHEER POWER OF FLOWING WATER ON A
FLOODED ROADWAY AND ATTEMPT TO CROSS IN THEIR VEHICLES. MANY
TIMES THEY DO NOT MAKE IT AND GET SWEPT AWAY TO THEIR DEATHS BY
THE FORCE OF WATER CURRENT. 

HOW CAN A FOOT OF WATER COST YOU YOUR LIFE? WATER WEIGHS OVER 60
POUNDS PER CUBIC FOOT. TYPICAL FLOWING FLOOD WATERS APPLY 500
POUNDS OF LATERAL FORCE PER FOOT OF WATER DEPTH. EVEN A FOOT OF
FAST FLOWING FLOOD WATER CAN OVERPOWER A MOVING VEHICLE. A
VEHICLE DISPLACES 1500 POUNDS OF WATER FOR EVERY FOOT OF WATER.
FLOOD WATERS ONLY 2 FEET DEEP WILL CAUSE A VEHICLE UNDER 3000
POUNDS TO FLOAT. 

WHEN YOU APPROACH A FLOODED ROADWAY...IT IS OFTEN VERY HARD TO
TELL HOW DEEP THE WATER IS. DIPS IN THE ROADWAY ARE IMPOSSIBLE TO
SEE WHEN THE ROAD IS FLOODED. DO NOT TAKE A CHANCE...TURN AROUND
AND TAKE A DIFFERENT ROUTE! REMEMBER...NEARLY HALF OF ALL FLASH
FLOOD DEATHS ARE AUTOMOBILE-RELATED!

FLASH FLOODING CAN OCCUR SUDDENLY AT ANY TIME OF DAY...DURING ANY
MONTH OF THE YEAR. THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME HELPFUL FLOOD SAFETY
TIPS THAT WE SHOULD ALL REMEMBER.

GET OUT OF AREAS PRONE TO FLOODING.

AVOID ALREADY FLOODED AREAS. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO CROSS FLOWING
STREAMS.



IF DRIVING...BE AWARE THAT THE ROAD BED MAY NOT BE INTACT UNDER
FLOOD WATERS. TURN AND GO ANOTHER WAY. NEVER DRIVE THROUGH
FLOODED ROADWAYS.

IF YOUR VEHICLE STALLS...LEAVE IT IMMEDIATELY AND SEEK HIGHER
GROUND. RAPIDLY RISING WATERS MAY ENGULF THE VEHICLE AND ITS
OCCUPANTS AND SWEEP THEM AWAY!

BE ESPECIALLY CAUTIOUS AT NIGHT WHEN IT IS HARDER TO RECOGNIZE
FLOOD DANGERS.

DO NOT CAMP OR PARK YOUR VEHICLE ALONG STREAMS PARTICULARLY
DURING THREATENING CONDITIONS. 

NOAA WEATHER RADIO IS ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO STAY INFORMED
DURING ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS. YOUR LOCAL NATIONAL WEATHER
SERVICE OFFICE AND RED CROSS CHAPTER HAVE LITERATURE ABOUT
FLOODING AND FLOOD SAFETY AND CAN GIVE YOU INFORMATION ABOUT NOAA
WEATHER RADIO. IT MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE.
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